February 2019 Note on this document
Thank you for your interest in best ways to engage in China! This document was developed and written in a
time period between May 2005 to August 2006 by a group of ministry leaders working in China. While you
may think that with so much change in China since 2006 that this would not be applicable today, this
document has shown incredible resiliency and applicability to today’s China. As you and your team go
through this document and answer the questions developed through the process, we pray that it would lead
to fruitful engagement in China!
Ethical Foundations for China Service

Recognizing the changes in China, the significant growth in the Church in China and the
complexity of Chinese society and its regulatory structures, we offer these guidelines for
service in China and to support the Christian community in China.
We commit to the following:
1. We will demonstrate the credibility and relevance of Jesus Christ by our words and actions.
2. We will strive to respect local government and regulations; and the culture, history, and
aspirations of the Chinese people.
3. We will serve the whole body of Christ in China and promote its harmony and self-sufficiency.
4. We will promote a spirit of unity in the China-concerned Christian community.
5. We will communicate accurately only information about which we have verifiable knowledge.
Addendum Notes
1. It is well understood in government circles that most Westerners are Christians, and the implication is
that how we act will reflect negatively/positively on Christianity. Most China watchers agree that there
is no longer a need to hide our identity as Christians. In our attempt to be relevant, are we positioning
our message about Christ in reference to what the Chinese people are asking for? Do we recognize
that our credibility in China is earned?
2. Are we figuring out how the system works in China? Are we investing in relationships in China? Are
we being careful not to bring your own agenda before we learn of the agenda of the local Chinese
agencies? Many times, the real needs of China are not the felt needs…. Where the two do coincide,
the most fruitful outcomes result. Are we learning about what is already being done locally or by other
outside agencies?
3. By choosing the word 'serve,' we as foreigners want to take the position of support and
encouragement as Chinese Christians take the lead in the Christian community. Are we promoting the
concept of indigenous Chinese Christianity? Are we recognizing the many facets of the Church in
China including house church/open church, rural church/urban church and professional
church/working class church, etc. and seeking to view the Church in China in its entirety? Are we
challenging ourselves to view the Church in China as a whole? Are we communicating to the Chinese
and to others from the perspective of how God wants us to be a part of the reconciliation of any
tensions that exist in the body of Christ? Are we figuring out how to use our resources to support the
concept of self-sufficiency in the Chinese Church in a God honoring way? Are we making sure that we
are not allowing outside funds to set the agenda for Christians in China? Stories like Chinese church

planters that became translators for Christian organizations, and Chinese seminarians became
immigrants in the West. Are we being mindful of the intended and unintended consequences of
financial investment in China? Do you have an exit strategy (how the work will continue with Chinese
ownership after the money and foreign involvement are gone)? Are we perpetuating need in order to
raise funds?
4. Do we have a sense of transparency, and are we getting people to come to China and see for
themselves what God is doing? Are we attending Conferences, actively seeking information sharing,
spending more time praying for other groups, visiting other groups? Can we use Biblical based
conflict resolution principles when there is a difference in approach as opposed to taking our
disagreements public? We should not question others' faith or calling into ministry even when
approaches in China differ. How do we develop tolerance and mutual respect among diverse
ministries to China?
5. Refer to ECFA Standard 7.1 on Fund-Raising—Truthfulness in Communication. The standard reads,
“…narrative about events must be current, complete and accurate. References to past
activities or events must be appropriately dated. There must be no material omissions or
exaggerations of fact or use of misleading photographs or any other communication which
would tend to create a false impression or misunderstanding."
a. Have I put my information in an appropriate context? Was there an inappropriate inducement
of the source? As new information comes to light, am I diligent to make it available? Am I sure
my information is verifiable through reliable sources? Am I deliberately perpetuating old
stereotypes (e.g. China is a police state, no Bibles available in China)? Am I corroborating my
information with data from other reliable sources? Are we aware of potential conflict of interest,
either because of fund-raising needs, organizational agendas, etc.?

The Ethical Foundations for China Service are brought to you by your good friends at One
Eight Catalyst. For more information about these Foundations or to learn about the
ministry of One Eight Catalyst, please visit our website at OneEightCatalyst.org

